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Among other benefits to the kingdom arising from the mission of 
Chief Justice Lee to the United States, is tin improvement in the 
postal arrangements between that Republic and this Kingdom, made 
by him and the Postmaster-General in Washington. By this arrange- 
ment, printed matter as well as letters are made up in a separate 
bag, or in separate bag3, in New York for Honolulu direct, without 
being opened in any intermediate Post-office — the empty bags being 
returned to New York. A still further improvement would he to have 
separate mail-bags made up in Honolulu, and conveyed to New York 
direct, without being opened in any intermediate Post-orfice ; and to 
have separate mail-bags to and from Europe, similarly conveyed, via 
New Y#rk, without being opened, except in Honolulu, and the Post- 
offices of London and Paris. The conjuncture was deemed favorable 
to make an attempt to obtain this further improvement ; and, with 
thai view, after concert with the Postmaster-General, here, I address- 
ed, officially, the Commissioner of the United States, the Consul- 
General of Great Britain and the Commissioner of France. Each 
has written to his government upon the subject, but, as yet, it is only 
the Representative of the United States, who has received a reply. 
From what he has been pleased to make known to me, the Postmaster- 
General of the United States, is not prepared, at least for the present, 
to* adopt the proposals that had been submitted. Their adoption 
would have benefitted the interests of the United States more than 
those of any other nation, from the predominance of American ship- 
ping and trade in the islands. From the special favor with which the 
United States Government have always regarded these islands, I have 
no doubt that, in their own time, they will do everything practicable 
to give to the postal arrangements between the two countries all the 
improvement of which they are susceptible. ? 

Of the $5000 appropriated by the last Legislature for Mr. Lee's 
mission, he has expended only $2,233 30 according to an account 
presented to me* with the most minute and satisfactory explanations 
oi every item. 




I append, marked No. 5, a tabic showing the expenses of (he Pr- 
partmcnt of Foreign Relations from 31st March, 1855, to 31st March, 
1856. The total amount is $10,409 91 cents, leaving to the Treasury, 
as compared with the appropriations, a saving of §2, 8*20 09, which 
includes $2, 706 70, surplus in the provision made for Mr. Leo's mis 
sion. 

The $500 appropriated tor translations last year wore not sufticient, 
I had to pay a larger amount ; but niv estimates to the Minister of 
Finance are the same as last yojir. exempting only $180, for thre«- 
additional foreign agents, $10,000 for foreign missions, in place of 
$5000 last year : and $873 71 balance due to Jjimes Jackson Jarvos, 
Esq., on account of his mission of 18-19, in which he rendered good 
service to the kingdom. 

The $10,000 are asked for, more as a measure of prudent prevision, 
than of present necessity, If the approaching Legislature be pio- 
rogued for two years, events may orcur during the recess urgently 
requiring a foreign mission, and the best interests of the kingdom 
might suffer, if no pecuniary provision were made for such an emer- 
gency. Besides, political reasons, for a mission to ibreign paris 
which may arise, there are others intimately connected with our in- 
ternal prosperity, for instance, we may have to contract a foreign 
loan to carry out the large improvements of the Harbor and Reefs 
which we have undertaken ; and we may have to introduce into the 
King's waters one or two paddle-wheel Steam-boats or Sitam-propellers , 
on government, account. The relative position of our islands to each 
other and to the prevailing winds, renders inter-island steam navigation 
an indispensable element of our progress. We cannot otherwise devcl- 
ope our rich internal resources and trade. Upon this subject, the 
following are the opinions expressed by me, in note No. 58, publish- 
ed in the Friend of 4th September, 1844 : 

" As soon as the traffic of the islands in goods and passengers can 
support the expense, an iron steam-boat — of say 300 tons — with a 
light draught of water, would be a great improvement. I am not 
sure, that if well and economically managed, it would not pay, at the 
present moment. It would do away with two or three small vessels, 
at present kept for the use of the King and government. The trans- 
portation of goods, produce, cattle and passengers, from one island 
to another, must amount to a very considerable sum in the course of 
the year. The certainty and quickness of a steamer would increase 
the transportation — a visit to the great volcano of Kilauea in Hawaii 
— and a tour amongst the islands would become more fashionable than 
at present ; the prices of produce and labor would become equalized 
— the knowledge of every local improvement would become extended 
— and the efficiency of the government would be greatly increased by 
the more prompt propagation of the laws, and transmission of its 
orders." 

" Coals could be easily had from New Castle, New South Whales. * 

* Be it remembered, this was written in 1844. It is now proved that coals, in 
abundance, can be procured from Vancouver's Island. 



Vessels from thence, of which we have had rive since February, would 
bring them in ballast, and carry away their value in the salt, sugar, or 
molasses produced on the islands." 

In cruising among the islands, a steamer would make many trips 
as a sailing-vessel, with the trade-wind, which blows here strongly, 
and the consumption of coal would be further economized by frequent 
stoppages at the different ports." 

11 A steamer, therefore, would not cost so much by the year, as 
might, at first sight, be apprehended ; and I believe the earnings 
would exceed the expectations of those who are unaccustomed to the 
effect of steam-boats and rail-roads in increasing, and even creating 
traffic." 

The nearly twelve years that I have resided on the islands, since i 
emitted these opinions, have only confirmed them in the main. I prefer 
an iron boat as being proof against the worm, and from its superior 
cheapness and durability, if the bottom can be kept clean ; and 1 think 
that a Propeller would be more handy, and answer better than a Paddle- 
wheel boat. We might commence with one Propel lor of 500 tons, and 
corresponding horse-power, but it is my belief that the wants of the 
islands, windward and leeward, will require two boats of such dimen- 
sions and power. The boats ought to be built in perfect adaptation 
to our seas, harbors, roads and bays. We can only obtain such in 
the United States or Europe, and by having them built to order, ac- 
cording to clear specifications by some firm of well-established charac- 
ter. Even supposing that we should have to borrow the money to 
pay for them, the benefit that they will do for the islands, yearly, will 
far exceed the amount of the interest, and in a few years the boats 
would pay their own cost. Besides procuring a suitable steamboat, and 
other things conducive to our prosperity, many other advantages 
might arise from a foreign mission. It is not my habit to regulate my 
expenditure, by the amounts appropriated, but to save all that I can. 
The Legislature may, therefore, rest assured that although they vote 
the $10,000, it will not be called for unless it can be applied to use- 
ful purposes. 

The few productions of this kingdom sent to the Universal Exhi- 
bition in Paris were, with great liberality, admitted, notwithstanding 
the want of conformity with the rules prescribed and published for 
general observance. The credential of Monsieur Andre, was, with- 
out hesitation, acknowledged by His Imperial Highness, Prince 
Napoleon ; but, unfortunately, our small contributions got mixed up 
with the numerous bales and packages containing the produce of 
other countries, and in the confusion of certain changes in the general 
arrangements that were made in haste, they could not be again identi- 
fied and separated. Nevertheless, our Commissioner was courteously 
admitted to all the honors and privileges granted to the Commission- 
ers of other nations, and a place of some distinction had been assigned 
after matters were reduced to order, to Hawaiian products. I have 
learned these particulars from two letters from Monsieur Andre, the 



one dated 1st June, and the other 20th November, 1855, addressed 
to the Commissioner of France, which he has kindly submitted to 
me. M. Andre refers to explanations which he would make to me, 
which 1 have not yet received. I the more regret the untoward issue 
of the Hawaiian products that Monsieur Andre was prepared to have 
reported minutely upon their value in France ; and Amiral Thomas, 
whose interest in the islands seems to increase with his age, had taken 
measures to obtain a similar report of their value in England. 

It is impossible to say how soon the territories already possessed 
by the United States, and others that they may hereafter acquire, may 
produce as much of the articles which now form our chief articles of 
export as the inhabitants can consume. When that period arrives — 
which all past experience of the marvellous progress of production in 
the United States convinces me will come, sooner or later — like Cuba, 
we shall have to look to more distant markets for the consumption of 
our sugar and our coffee. But, in the meanwhile, it is an immense 
advantage that we have gained, under the Special Reciprocity Treaty 
with the United States in the admission, into American ports, of so 
many of our prod nets, free of duly. Nor do the United States receive 
an unfair equivalent, as our vast imports of lumber, kc, from Oregon 
and Puget's Sound for the last sixteen months, very clearly show. It 
is well that it should be so, for no trade hotween two countries can 
long subsist where the profit is all on one side. 

That it would be for the advantage of this kingdom if we had sufficient 
exports to extend still further the principle office trade, no one can 
doubt who carefully studies the striking results of the system in England, 
as shewn in an article published in the Polynesian No. 4f> of the 2*2nd 
instant. But our exports are not as yet sufficiently developed to per- 
mit us to admit all the merchandise that we consume, free of duty ; 
and, ferthe present, there is no way in which we can raise the revenue 
indispensable to support the government so unexceptionable as by 
moderate duties on imports, so graduated as to tax chiefly the rich. 

Negotiations have, for some time, been in progress with the Consul, 
Commissioner and Plenipotentiary of France for a new treaty with 
that nation, which, it is hoped, will terminate in a way satisfactory to 
both countries. This is particularly desirable, now that His Majesty, 
the Emperor, has been pleased to order one of his vessels of war to 
be permanently stationed in the King's waters to protect this kingdom 
from the inroads of freebooters. We owe the same great favor to 
Her Britannic Majesty, and to the United States. Her Britannic 
Majesty's Ship Alarm, His French Imperial Majesty's Brig JJlcibiade, 
have already arrived, and the United States Ship John Mams is ex- 
pected every day. So powerfully guarded from all dangers from 
without, it becomes us to conduct all our foreign relations, and ad- 
minister our internal affairs, so as to preserve the great friends that 
Providence has raised up for us, and to prevent the subjects or 
citizens of any nation from having any just cause of complaint. 

in consequence id tin luiucutuil death of Archibald Barclay, Esq , 



who had zealously served the King, as His Commissioner in London 
for ten years, on the strong recommendation of Sir George Simpson, 
it pleased His Majesty to appoint Manley Hopkins, Esq., to succeed 
Mr. Barclay as His Majesty's Consul-General and Charg£ d 'Affaire*. 

It has also pleased His Majesty to appoint Charles Vidal, Esq , of 
Paris, as His Consul-General and Charge d 'Affaires, near the go- 
vernment of His Imperial Majesty. 

And it has further pleased the King to approve of the appoint- 
ments, hy His Consul-General for the United States, of George 
Trail Allan, Esq., as His Majesty's Vice-Consul for Oregon, 
and of Wm G. Duulap, Esq., as His Vice-Consul for the ports on 
Puget's Sound. The two latter apppintments became necessary, 
under the third Article of the Special Reciprocity Treaty with the 
United States. 

Julius Anthon, Esq., has obtained an Exequatur from the Danish 
Government to enter upon his duties, as the King's Consul, at Copen- 
hagen. 

John Frederick Muller, Esq., has entered upon his functions as the 
King's Consul for Bremen, with the full recognition of the Senate of 
that free City. 

Charles St. Julian, Esq., since the retirement of Mr. Campbell, is 
recognized as the King's Consul-General for New South Wales and 
Tasmania ; and besides, performs, with great zeal and ability, his 
other duties as the King's Political Commissioner for Southern Poly- 
nesia. 

It is doubtful whether the cession of the Stewart Islands, negotiated 
by Mr. St. Julian, will take effect, owing to the expiration of the 
period allowed for its acceptance He was to make an effort to have 
the time extended. 

I append, marked No. 0, a list of all the King's Diplomatic and 
Consular Agents, arranged alphabetically. 

The Senate of Hamburg has appointed Edward Moll, Esq., to be 
the Consul of that Free City, in this kingdom. 

The Honorable Commissioner of the United States has appointed 
Daniel C. Bigelow, Esq., provisionally, as Consul at Lahaina, in 
the room of George M. Chase, Esq., whose death was generally 
regretted. 

George A. Lathrop, M.D., with the approval of the U. S. Government 
has been left in charge of the important Consulate of the United 
States, in Honolulu, in character of Vice-Consul, during the absence 
of Darius A. Ogden, Esq. 

I append, marked No. 7, a list, alphabetically arranged, of all the 
Representatives and Consuls of Foreign Nations residing in this 
kingdom. 

After the re-establishment of peace in Europe, we may expect to 
have a Consul-General representing His Majesty, the Emperor of all 
the Russias — and, as I have reason to believe, concurring with those 
of other great nations in the support of the independence and of the 
neutrality of the Hawaiian Kingdom. 
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A wish has been communicated, in the name of the Government of 
Holland, to form a Treaty with this kingdom entirely similar to that 
with Great Britain. 

As a duty which I owe to myself, and in justice to Commodore 
Jones, of the United States Navy, I append, marked No. 8, certain 
documents explanatory of his transactions here in 1826, furnished by 
himself, and which I recently obtained through the kindness of the 
Honorable Commissioner of the United States ; and I add, marked 
No. 9, others, shewing the pains that I had previously taken to obtain 
all the facts correctly, from parties resident here. I prefer the evi- 
dence furnished by the gallant Commodore himself ; and I desire 
that every word said in my report of last year in regard to his conduct 
in 1820, which the impartial reader may find contrary to that evidence, 
be considered as not said. By way of shewing, how far, I was 
from having any malice prepense towards Commodore Jones (as has 
been uncharitably imputed to me) I add, marked No. 10 and 11, ex- 
tracts from the writings of two American clergymen, whose high 
character place their motives above all suspicion, representing, as I 
understood them, that the aforesaid transactions of 1820 were liable 
to some question. But for these long previous writings, and for the 
rumors current here, alluded to in No. 10, I certainly would not have 
repeated, in my last report, the question which they appeared to me 
to raise. I may add that the remarks then made by me were never 
intended to bear the far-fetched construction that some have put upon 
them. In illustration of the general principle, that all civilized na- 
tions redress the wrongs of their subjects or citizens summarily, and 
without trial before a Local Judge, in all countries not admitted within 
the pale of international law by solemn acts of recognition, and by 
formal treaties, I had no intention of being more severe on Commo- 
dore Jones than on British and French Naval Officers. This is suffi- 
ciently shewn from that part of my report for 1855, where I said, 
"But His late Majesty never despaired of obtaining relief from those em- 
barrassments, and that too, from the very governments of the officers who 
were alike instrumental in creating them." 

As for the idea of wounding the honor of the United States Govern- 
ment, to whose liberal and forbearing policy towards this kingdom, 
I have ever borne the most willing testimony, such a thought never 
entered into my mind. Being always without time to re-write anything 
that I compose, I am necessarily more liable to err in the choice of 
words the best suited to signify my own thoughts, than those who, 
having less to do, can, at leisure, con over and alter every sentence 
of their compositions. But whenever, either by writing or otherwise, 
I may do an injustice to any human being, I hope I shall never be 
found without the magnanimity, most frankly and fully to repair it. 
In view of my letter of 3rd January last addressed to Commodore 
Jones himself, I am sure that he will do me justice in regard to this 
moral trait. 

It has ever been my policy, so far as depended on my humble rn~ 



dea\«»i*> l«» make ti lends tor tin km*:, whom 1 ha\cthe honor to sei>« 
— and even, where I could, to convert hit) enemies (if He have any 
into friends. I cannot forget that ( 'ommodore Jones proved himself 
to he a sincere friend and wise Counsellor of the 4 Hawaiian monarchy, 
hy a letter dated Kith January, 1S(J, which exists, to his honor, in the 
\rchives, under my charge. 

I regret that J am not yet aide t<> announce the settlement of the 
case of George Bailey. The questim of pecuniary reparation to him, 
as demanded, is one to he determined hy the rule of what interna- 
tional law and usage requires : and it is not to he expected that the 
Houorahle Commissioner of the United States will press anything 
upon the King's Government heyond that rule, thereby affording 
occasion for the same charge against himself as that from which he 
lias most zealously sought to vindicate (/ommodore .Tones. Far less, 
need we apprehend that the United States Government, whose policy 
towards this kingdom, for the last thirty years, has been uniformly 
generous and forbearing, will allow trilling causes of difference to 
interrupt the friendly relations which have always subsisted, and to 
mar the effect to be expected from the Special Reciprocity Conven- 
tion, to which they so willingly consented, in confirming and perpe- 
tuating those relations of amity and peace. 

I am sorry that I cannot make known the confirmation by the 
Senate of the United States, of the Special Reciprocity Treaty — but 1 
expect the desired news by every aiail. 

It has pleased the Queen of Great Britain to confer on William 
Miller, Esq., the title, rank and privileges of Her Majesty's Commis- 
sioner and Consul-General, near the King's Court. This I look upon 
as a decisive proof that the policy uniformly and consistently pursued 
by him since his arrival on the 3rd February, 1844, in support of the 
Sovereign rights of the King, and of the independence of the Hawai- 
ian nation, free from all foreign control, has been fully approved by, 
and in fact, is the policy of the British Government. Such is also the 
policy of the Imperial Government of France, and of the Government 
of the United States — and such is what best accords with the rights 
inherited by the King — with the preservation of his people — with their 
habits, traditions, capabilities and wants — with the general prospects 
of Polynesian civilization — and with the equal rights and interests of 
the navigation, fisheries, and commerce of all the nations whose pos- 
sessions border or stud this ocean, and whose Flag is known, or like- 
ly to be known, in the King's waters. 

God Preserve the King. 

R. C. WYLLIE. 

Department of Foreign Relations, 
31st March, 1856. 



Letter J ruin Com. Ju.>t- to J ij. lJoi:i:i.*, Stirttary uj .\'my uitli a ftu 
explanatory notes added by Mr. Wyllie 
(cor*, j 
Nuau Phosfkct Hill, Ya., Dec. *2iHh, l>Oo. 
The Hon. J as. C. Doishin, Secretary uf the Navy. 

Sir, — I have read with attention a communication recently received 
at the State Department from D. L. Gregg, Esq., U. S. Commissioner 
to the Sandwich Islands, covering a letter from that functionary to 
R. C. Wyllic, Esq., His Hawaiian Majesty's Minister of Foreign 
Relations; and I thank you for the opoortunity thus afforded, not so 
much for self-vindication as for the means of wiping out the stain the Ha- 
waiian Minister has attempted, after a lapse of near thirty years, to cast 
upon our national character by a strange perversion of facts(') never 
before objected to. Mr. Gregg's letter to Mr. Wyllie is of itself a very 
clear refutation of the Minister's allegations against the United 
States( 2 ) and her officers whom Mr. Wyllie charges with " meanness" 
and " duplicity, "( 3 ) and with extorting harsh and oppressive( 4 ) conces- 
sions unbecoming an enlightened christian nation to exact of " pagan- 
ism" — but as it is probable that no full record of the occurrences on 
which the Hawaiian Minister predicated his attack ( 6 )on the policy of 
the United States is now to be found, 1 will endeavor to supply some 
deficiencies by extracts from official reports and private notes of those 
times. ( 6 ) 

The accompanying extracts taken from No. 1 of my reports to the 
Navy Department in 1827 will suffice to show some of the difficulties 
with which I had to contend in my intercourse with the South Sea 
Islanders, and above all with what caution and deference I approached 
the authorities everywhere, and how strenuously I avoided precipi- 
tancy and everything like menace in my negotiations at Oahu. 

The meeting of the 22nd of December, 1826, referred to by Mr. 
Wyllie, was a grand convocation by the Queen Regent, of all Officers 
of State, Governors of Islands, Chiefs, &c, &,c, and at which I was 
invited to be present. On entering the Council Hall, attended by 
Mr. J. C. Jones, the U. S. Consul, and several of the Peacock's offi- 
cers, I found a full attendance of the Blood Royal and Nobles of the 

(1) The " perversion of facts" did not originate with Mr. Wyllie. 

(2) Mr. Wyllie made no ** allegations against the United States," 

(3) The words *« meanness and duplicity" were never used by Mr. Wyllie towards 
the United States, Commodore Jones, or any officer of the U. States. 

(4) Mr. Wyllie is glad to know that the conditions which were harsh and oppressive, 
and which uprooted Sandal- wood from the Islands, originated with Karaimoku, and 
not with Commodore Jones. 

(5) The •• Hawaiian Minister" predicated his remarks, not on any record of occur- 
rences, but upon the authority of tradition, and of what appears in documents No. 10 
and 11 appended. 

(6) Mr. Wyllie is most thankful for those data, to which he gives all the weight 
justly due to an honorable officer of the U. States. The only data still wanting are the 
accounts that made up the claim of #500,000. 



Islands, and the Consul-General of Great Britain in full costume. ( T ) 
The Nobles were all attired in costly apparel after our own fashions 
and customs. At the close of an appropriate prayer by one of the 
missionaries, the ministry occupied a few minutes in consultation, 
when the Prime Minister, Kalaimoku (Billy Pitt) pronounced the 
Council ready for business, whereupon His Britannic Majesty's Con- 
sul-General, Captain Richard Charleton, rose and made protest 
against all further proceedings in the premises, declaring the islanders 
to be mere tenants at will, subjects of Great Britain, without power to 
treat with any other State or Prince, and that if they entered into treaty 
stipulations with the United States, Great Britain would soon assert her 
right by taking possession of the Islands — a right which his King and 
country had never relinquished. Not altogether unprepared for this 
move, I asked Capt. Charlton what was the nature or character of 
the commission he bore from the King ? " Consul- General to the 
Sandwich Islands, with, full power to appoint lice- Consuls for the Society 
and other groups, at discretion ," was the reply. " What are the duties or 
functions of a Consul-General" was my next question; the answer 
was in accordance with the acknowledged international understanding 
of the office. I then asked Capt. Charlton if it was cutomary for a 
Prince or Potentate to send Consuls, Consuls-General, or Commer- 
cial Agents, to any part or place within his own dominions ? No 
sophistry could ward off the catastrophe — the Consul-General was 
dum-founded— while the true Sovereigns of the Islands looked on with 
intense anxiety for the interpretation of the pass between the repre- 
sentatives of the two great nations, England and America. When 
informed of all that had been said by the antagonist repre- 
sentatives, Pitt, the Prime Minister, although far-gone with dropsy, 
which closed his valuable life a few days afterwards, raised upon his 
couch and gave utterance to his feelings in substance thus: "Is it 
so ?" " Is America and England equal ?" " We never understood 
so before." " We know that England was our friend, and that Capt. 
Charlton was here to protect us — but we did not knew that Mr. Jones 
the American Consul, was the representative of America — we thought 
he was here for trade only," &c, &c* 

My communications were then taken up, read and discussed general- 
ly; subsequently a vote was taken on each and every proposition sepa- 
rately, which resulted in their unanimous adoption, and they were 
forthwith signed, sealed and exchanged in presence of the assembly, 
whereupon the Council was dissolved. ( 8 ) 

The King and Nobles having thus solemnly acknowledged, among 

* Until the Peacock's visit to the Society Islands in 182G, the inhabitants supposed 
the United States to be a colony of Great Britain, upon a par with Sydney, New South 
Wales, &c, &c. [Note by Com.uodore Jones. 

(7) Mr. Charlton was only Consul. 

(8) No such documents arc now to be found in t^o Hawaiian Kingdom, but tht 
w°rd of Commodore .Tone- is not doubted 
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other obligations, a debt of J5iK) > 000( f ) due American citizens, set 
about at once to devise ways and means for discharging it ; and the 
Tariff schedule, the ground-work of Mr. Wyllie's bitterness against 
me, was the inception of that gifted Noble, Kalaimoku( lu ) (alias Billy 
Pitt), and was never seen by me until officially promulgated on the 
27th of December, 1826. It was not only the best and least oppres- 
sive measure that could have been advised to secure the object in 
view, but it was an alternative between that measure and the sale of 
the public domain, even to the extent of a fourth of the kingdom, which 
more than one British subject, was anxious to participate in, as pur- 
chasers. ( n ) 

I submit, herewith, two slips cut from the California Chronicle, and 
sent to me from the Pacific by Lieut. Reynolds, of the Navy, about a 
month since ; ( 12 ) one is a communication marked R — the other is 
editorial. The Editor's views in regard to the yearnings of England 
and France after the Sandwich Islands, are by no means visionary, 
nor does he in the least degree accord too much to the influence of our 
ships in those waters as having prevented the permanent occupation 
of those Islands by Great Britain or France! 1 3 ) long ere this. 
The protest of the British Consul-General, Capt. Charlton, before 
the Grand Council in 18*26, is significant of England's views up to that 
time — as was the movement of the British Pacific Squadron against 
California in 1842 — when frustrated by me on the instant, indicative 
of her designs on that country. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) THOS. AP C. JONES. 



(9) See note No. 6. 

(10) See note No. 4. 

(11) The Sandal-wood arrangement was certainly a better alternative than the sale 
of one-fourth of the kingdom. The latter was impossible, for there was no coin of any 
amount in circulation. Sandal-wood then served the purposes of a monetary circula- 
tion. 

(12) Mr. Wyllie instantly requested the Editor of the Polynesian to re-publish that 
tame communication and editorial entire, without comment. This was done, in the 
Polynesian No. 25, of 27th October — the Editor however, adding a few remarks of his 
own. Mr. Wyllie sent that No. to Commodore Jones, and to all his official correspond- 
ents, without one remark. Thus Commodore Jones has had the full benefit of a public 
"Vindication," and Mr. Wyllie that of a bountiful vituperation from a Lieutenant of 
the U. S. Navy — a disadvantage to Mr. Wyllie, of which, he by no means complains. 

(13) The best proof that the views of the Editor in regard to Great Britain and 
France were " visionary" is the fact that, each of those nation* are bound not to oc- 
cupy the Islands, and has stationed a vessel of war in Honolulu to prevent their occu- 
pation by Freebooters. 
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1 Hxtractsi from Commodore June*' H*'p«»it Nu I, to Sn\y Department 
in 1827. — Enclosure with Com. Jones' letter of Dec. *£), 1856.] 

United States Sloop of War Peacock ; Capt. Tkos. Ap C. Jone$ ; visit 
and negotiation at the Sandttick Islayids, 1820. 

•• The object of my visit to the Sandwich Islands was of high na- 
tional importance, of multifarious character, and left entirely to my 
judgment as to the mode of executing it, with no other guide than a 
laconic order, which the Government designed one of the oldest and 
most experienced commanders in the navy should execute ; if then it 
should appear that I have transcended the authority legally vested in 
me by the course I have pursued, whether as regards the arrange- 
ments made with the authorities of the several islands, or with respect 
to the exercise of judicial power over, and the removal of citizens of 
the United States from the scenes of their lawless practices, I once for 
all place my defence upon the grounds of imperious necessity in a situ- 
ation altogether then novel and without a precedent. For here we find 
the flag of most commercial nations covering their ships richly laden, 
whilst their heterogeneous crews promiscuously intermix on shore 
without the constraint of law, which, if necessary, to curb the in- 
ordinate propensities of man in the best regulated societies, what 
might we not expect of sailors, who from time immemorial, have 
been looked upon, though with great injustice, as the very refuse 
of the human species, when those who convey them there, and who 
ought to set a better example, declare that " there is no law round Cape 
Horn," and that no act however atrocious, committed by a foreigner 
at those Islands is cognizable, or can be punished by the laws of the 
country to which the offender owes allegiance : and they even go 
further and declare that the Rulers of the Islands have no authority 
to punish foreigners who transgress their laws. Such were the judi- 
cial views of the foreign residents and traders at " Woahoo"( M ) when 
the Peacock arrived ! ! Then may il be asked what guarantee had the 
American Merchants for the safety of five millions of their property 
that enters the port of Honolulu annually, or the individual engaged 
in this commerce, for his life and liberty. The answer must be none ! ! ! 
Again we see a great influx of English Renegades from New South 
Wales into the Sandwich as well as the Society Islands, and I was 
informed by the English Consul-Genera 1 for those Islands( 16 ) that his 



(14) Mr. Wyllie regrets that he did not receive this striking illustration of the dis- 
orders prevailing without treaties in time to quote it in his Report to the Hawaiian 
Legislature of 1&55. Commodore Jones deserves the credit of having proposed the 
first regular treaty with this Kingdom. The great object of that Report waa not to 
throw obloquy upon Commodore Jones, or any British or French naval officer, but to 
impress upon Hawaiian Legislators the value of recognized Sovereignty and of treatiet 
with foreign nations to the Hawaiian King and people, and to all others, with the same 
degree of civilization, and in the same condition. Without treaties with the U. States and 
other great nations, we would still be in the miserable state which Commodore Jones 
mo graphically and so truly portrays. Let mj lake ear* not to rclapu. 

(16) See note 7. 
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orders were not to molest these scape-gallows, who as soon as out of 
the reach of the halter, according to the views of the British ministry, 
are fit subjects for increasing His Majesty's influence, and even for 
giving laws to the South Sea Islanders. The missionaries at the 
Society Islands will bear testimony to the great evils Olaheite has 
already experienced by the interference of convicts who have escaped 
from Botany Bay, and forced their way to that Island. Their number 
is quite sufficient now, at the different islands — and I know it to have 
been their design, in the event of war between the United States and 
England, to fit out the small vessels of the islands for the purpose of 
predatory warfare upon our defenceless commerce and whale-fishery 
in the Pacific Ocean, which, with the assistance of the Islanders, they 
would have annihilated before protection could be sent to its relief; 
hence the importance of strict neutrality on the part of all the South 
Sea Islanders in future wars between the United States and European 
Powers."( u ) 

" Under so great a responsibility, it was necessary for me to pro- 
ceed with the greatest caution, and to measure well evevy step before 
it was taken ; consequently the first ten or fifteen days were devoted 
to the study and examination of the character and natural disposition 
of a people who are so little known to the civilized world, and with 
whom I had important business to transact. I however, at an early 
period after my arrival, took an occasion to state verbally to the chiefs, 
etc., that I should in a few days address them some communications 
designed to place upon a firm and permanent basis the friendly inter- 
course between our respective countries, to which they answered " it 
is good," or "it will be well," which is the highest term of approba- 
tion their language admits of. At this time Kalaimoku, the Prime 
Minister, a chief of great talents and influence was laboring under a 
severe dropsical attack, and Kaahumanu, in whom the government 
of the islands at present rests, was absent, and whose approbation 
could alone render valid any arrangement that might be effected ; 
consequently my principal communication was not made until the 13th 
of November ; in the mean time preliminary notes were addressed to 
the King under dates of Oct. 17th, 23rd, and 31st, and November 4th, 
1826. The regulations which accompanied the letter of the 23rd, were 
immediately approved of by Governor Boki and the King, and were 
accordingly adopted, and now form a part of their code, while my 
desires expressed in that of the 31st, if possible, met with a still more 
prompt execution, for at an early hour, the morning after the note 
was written, I received notice that Governor Boki. the American and 
English Consuls, with a large concourse of runaway sailors, request- 
ed my presence at the examination. The rule suggested by myself, 
and which was adopted on that occasion, with regard to citizens of 
the United States, and which ought never to be departed from, was, 

(16) It is essential to the preservation of the independence of the Hawaiian Kingdom 
taat it should be strictly neutral, and respected as such, in all wars. 
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that .ill those sailors who hud deserted, however remote the period, 
should be removed from the island, and those who were there from 
any other cause who had not some visible means of making an honest 
livelihood should also he removed, as well as all other foreigners who 
did not support a good character. The number of American deserters 
banished from the scenes of their iniquity (many of whom, however, 
had been driven to it by the oppression of their employers) on this 
occassion, amounted to near thirty, most of whom were ultimately 
disposed of to the whale-ships in port, while the remainder, with the 
exception of one or two who were of notorious bad character, were per- 
mitted to sign articles for, and now compose a part of the Peacock's 
crew." 

11 My letter of the 4th November, related entirely to the private 
claims of American citizens ;( 17 ) it produced the subjoined decree in 
Council, which, on the 27th December, was officially promulgated at 
a general meeting of the inhabitants of Honolulu, and the neighbor- 
ing villages and environs of the capital, convened for that especial 
purpose." 

"The communication of the 113th of November, which accompanied 
some regulations of general interest to our commerce in the Pacific 
was not less successful, and on the 23rd of December the Regulations 
received the signatures of the Ruling Princes and Chiefs, in testi- 
mony of their approbation of them, and as a pledge of their sincere 
friendship and conlidcnce in the American Naiion, and their earnest 
desire to remain neutral and take no part in any foreign wars." 

*' The Sandwich Islanders as legislators are a cautious, grave, 
deliberate people, extremely jealous of their rights as a nation, and arc 
slow to enter into any treaty or compact with foreigners, by which 
the latter can gain any foot-hold or claim to their soil." 

" Aware of these traits in the character of the Islanders with whom 
I had to negotiate, L determined to conduct my correspondence with 
them in such a manner as at once to remove all grounds of suspicion 
as to the object and views of the American Government, and to guard 
against misrepresentation and undue influence, as well as to give the 
Chiefs and others in authority, the means of understanding perfectly 
the nature of my propositions, I took the precaution to have all offi- 
cial communications translated into the Oahuan language, which trans- 
lation always accompanied the original in English ; if, as I have 
before stated, cautious deliberation is characteristic in the national 
Councillora'of Woahoo tills, abhorrence at impetuosity in any person 
with whom they have to transact business is no less remarkable. 
With a knowledge of the foregoing- facts, my course was clearly 
marked out, and 1 made it an invariable rule never to press( 18 ) a 



(17) If Commodore Jones could with proprioty have sent a copy of that letter, it 
would have perhaps supplied the data referred to in note No. 6. 

(18) This is readily admitted by Mr. Wyllie as proof that Commodoro Jones did not 
press the Chiefs to pay the claims of citizens of the United States, notwithstanding what 
the Rev. Mr. Bingham saya in document No. 10 appended. 
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point when I could discover the slightest disinclination on their part 
to discuss the subject, but by giving them their own time to canvass 
and consult together, I found no difficulty in carrying every measure 
I proposed, and could I have been fully aeqainted with the views of 
my government, or been authorized to make treaties, I do not doubt 
but my success would have been complete in any undertaking of that 
character." 



Extracts from Printed Memoranda furnished by Commodore Jones, 

When a candid and impartial view is taken of the nature and con- 
dition of our trade and commerce among the South Sea islands, and 
of the condition of the governments of those islands in 182(3, compared 
with what they now are, and with what they are destined to be, it will 
hardly be denied that our interests in that quarter, even in 1826, were 
sufficient to warrant the expense of a mission of high grade. Between 
our trade with China, and our whale-fishery and commerce among the 
South Sea Islands, I consider the latter vastly more important to the 
United States, viewed in whatever light the question may be. 

That the Peacock's cruise among those islands I82ti-'27, and espe- 
cially her doings at the Sandwich group, was highly beneficial to our 
national and commercial interests in that region, and did, in no small 
degree, contribute in establishing the independence of the Hawaiian 
government upon its present firm and liberal basis, is admitted by all 
conversant with the history of those islanders. 

In what light the Secretary of the Navy regarded the extra services 
for which I am still claiming extra compensation, may be readily in- 
ferred from the following extract from his annual report, at the opening 
of Congress, December 4th, 1827 : 

11 In the original instructions to Captain Hull he was directed, 
when his presence on the coast could be dispensed with, to visit the 
Sandwich Islands, to protect our interests, and acquire information 
respecting our commerce in that quarter. Subsequent orders to the 
same effect were given, and particular objects recommended to his 
attention. His duties not permitting him to be absent, he entrusted 
to other officers under his command the execution of those orders. 

11 Lieutenant Percival was sent, in the Dolphin, to the Mulgrave 
Islands, in search of the mutineers of the ship Globe, with instructions 
after accomplishing that specific dut#, to visit the Sandwich and So- 
ciety Islands, and the coast of California. He was successful in dis- 
covering two of the crew of the Globe, who alone remained upon the 
island, and they were brought to the United States, and surrendered 
to the civil authority, but were probably among the least criminal of 
the mutineers. He also visited the other places pointed out in his 
instructions. 

" At a subsequent period Master Commandant Jones, in the Pea- 
cock, passed over a part of the same route, and obtained much valuable 
information in relation to our commerce, and made arrangements with 



the government* existing in some of the Society and Sandwich Islands, 
from which it is hoped security and advantage will result to our vessels 
visiting them, either for refreshment or trade. 

" These cruises have confirmed the opinion which dictated the 
original instructions to Captain Hull. Our commerce in that ocean 
is augmenting with great rapidity. During the past year not less than 
five millions of American property, and 2,000 seainen ( were in the 
single port of Honolulu ; being drawn there for traffic, refreshment, 
or repairs. 

•• The multiplied difficulties to which they are subject, by the na- 
ture of their employment, and the character of the people and gov- 
ernments of the islands, demand an effort on our part to afford efficient 
protection to them. At least four vessels of respectable size ought 
to be constantly in the Pacific, and the distance from the United 
States renders this impossible, unless six vessels in commission be 
devoted to that object. With this number, and by a proper arrange- 
ment in sending them out, alternately by Cape Horn and the Cape 
of Good Hope, large benefits would be secured. This number, how- 
ever, cannot be so employed, unless the vessels in commission be in- 
creased. 

" Master Commandant Jones was instructed to endeavor to relieve 
those islands from American seamen, who improperly deserted from 
whaling and other vessels, and taken refuge there, to the annoyance, 
not only of the people, but to the injury of our own citizens ; to make 
arrangements by which such desertions might be prevented, and, if 
possible, to secure certain debts due to our citizens by the people, 
and government. It is hoped that he was successful in these objects, 
and that many inconveniences to our whaling and other vessels will 
be hereafter in some degree avoided. The sailors were removed 
from the islands by being induced to enter, either on board the Pea- 
cock, or some other ship, which was in want of their services. 

" The reports of Master Commandant Jones, upon the subjects 
coniided to him, are too voluminous to be annexed to this report. " 

Previous to the Peacock's visit to the South Sea Islands 1820, -'27, 
notwithstanding we had a consular agent residing at the Sandwich 
Islands to look after seamen, there was no established international 
intercourse between the United States and the governments of any of 
those Islands ; nor had we any guaranty for the lives or property of 
those of our citizens whose enterprise and adventurous spirit carried 
them to those distant isles. Not even the fear of retaliation, or the 
dread of punishment was entertained ; for it had been the fixed policy 
of our great commercial rival, through her agents in those seas, to 
disparage us as a nation, and to represent the United States as a petty 
government, existing by the sufferance of England — a mere nation of 
traders and whalers, without ships of war, and of course without the 
means of punishing any outrage committed on our commerce. Indeed 
the English Cousul^General ( l9 ) residing at Oahu, in 1820, openly 

(I'J) See not<? No. 7. 
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claimed for his King the right of sovereignty over those Islands; and, 
in my presence, at a general council, convoked for conference with 
me, the said Consul-General told the regency, that they had no power 
of right to make treaties, or to enter into any stipulation** with a for- 
eign power, without the consent of Great Britain ; and even went so 
far as to warn the Islanders, that the steps they were then taking to 
establish, as they were told by me. a firm and lasting friendship with 
the United States, would assuredly bring upon them the wrath of the 
great and powerful notion which he then and there represented. 

One motive for ordering Commodore Hull to visit the islands in his 
flag-ship, the frigate U. S., 44 guns, was to remove erroneous impres- 
sions in regard to *our naval power, and to counteract, as far a9 
practicable, the apprehended alienation of friendship and confidence, 
produced by the visit of Lord Byron, in his Britannic Majesty's frigate 
Blonde. The Blonde carried back to their native isles, the remains 
of Rio Rio, late King of the Sandwich Islands, who had db*d in Lon- 
don, when on a visit to the King of England; and the British govern- 
ment sought, not only by this act of high courtesy and respect, to pro- 
duce the most favorable impressions, but through Lord Byron expended 
it was said at the time, not less than £^0,000 in presents and enter- 
tainments given to the royal family and others in authority. 

The opposition of British subjects was not, however, the only diffi- 
culty I had to overcome in my intercourse with the Sandwich Island- 
ers, for there were other foreigners residing there, or trading with 
the islanders, who, long familiarized to living without the restraint of 
laws, insidiously, and even openly, opposed every effort to raise the 
islanders from the natural state of savage degradation, to a place in 
the family of Christian nations. 

There were also large and long outstanding debts due by the King, 
chiefs, and people of the Sandwich Islands, to citizens of the United 
States, which the claimants had almost despaired of ever recovering, 
when I reached the Islands. Through my intervention, those debts, 
whether due from public authorities or private individuals, were duly 
acknowledged, and energetic measures were speedily adopted to raise 
a sufficient revenue, and to establish a national treasury and a sinking 
fund to be applied to the payment of the national debt. The accom- 
panying (paper G) is a copy of the first revenue bill or act ever 
passed by the Sandwich Island government, and is dated just fonr 
days after the date of the commercial arrangements (letter H) entered 
into with me. These proceedings form, in lact, the first steps towards 
civilized government at the Sandwich Islands — till then, although the 
American Missionaries, who had only been six years on the islands, 
had wrought wonders in the way of moral and religious improvement, 
they almost began to faint by the way-side. Such was the contumely 
and opposition to which the American Missionaries were daily exposed 
from foreigners of most countries residing or sojourning at the islands, 
particularly from subjects of Great Britain, that the most ardent of 
those devoted philanthropists dreaded the result of the contest into 
which they had been goaded by foreign influence, 



This contest, bitter and deep-rooted, had reached a tearful height, 
when the Peacock arrived at the Sandwich Islands, in October, I8*2(v. 
He In re. she left the group, the dread crisis had passed, and from that 
time forward, law, order, and Christianity have reigned triumphant. 

Despite, however, of all the difficulties against which I had to con- 
tend, I entirely succeeded in accomplishing every object for which 
Com. Hull had been ordered to visit the islands ; and it was no small 
gratification to me, after a lapse of 17 years, to return, as 1 rereutlv did, 
(in I84.T) to the Sandwich Islands, and find, in place of a semi-barbar- 
ous nation, just emerging from Heathenism, a well-established am! well 
regulated Christian community, governed by good laws, dispensed bv 
upright and intelligent native magistrates ; and espeeiajly to find *h:it 
the few-simple regulations recommended by me, and adopted l»y the r< - 
gency, have formed the basis of almost all subsequent treaties with other 
nations, and that under those treaties, and some few municipal rules 
suggested by me, public creditors have received their dues — foreign- 
ers pursue their business in perfect security, and Honolulu, which, in 
18*2(), was but a common thatched wigwam, is now a regularly laid 
out city, having line stone churches for different denomination** «>f 
worshippers, with other public buildings besides, many spacious, and I 
may say, elegant private mansions ; and what is more than all, to the 
interests of the United States, that the independence of the Sandwich 
Islands is now acknowledged by Kngland, and the principal powers 
of Europe, as we'll as the United States. 

That my exertions at the Sandwich Islands, in IS^ ! >, contributed in 
some degree to raise those islanders to their greatly improved con- 
dition and rank as an independent and flourishing nation, is admitted 
by all acquainted with the early history, rise and progress of t\io 
Hawaiian government ; and but for the stand I took in opposition to 
the claim of sovereignty asserted by the British Consul-General, the 
Sandwich Islands long ere this might have been numbered among the 
colonial possessions of Great Britain. ( 2o ) 

The conventional articles, signed by the Queen Recent and her 
associates in Council, in behalf of Kamehameha III heir appaient to 
the throne, (the now reigning King) and myself, as agent for the 
United States, have ever been considered, by all foreign powers, as- 
solemn treaty, and as such, has been fully respected. To show in what 
light my conduct is viewed by the authorities of the Sandwich Islands, 
I beg leave to give the following extract from a letter addressed to 
me on the 7th December, 1S42, by an officer* standing high in the 
confidence of the King — he says : 

"The ministers to foreign courts left the islands about the middle 
of July, and departed from Mazatlan the 20th of September. They 

* Dr. G. P. Judd, Minister of Foreign Affairs, to the King of the Sand wid- T -.! -inds. 

(20) Great Britain three several times declined to accept the Sovereignty of the 
Islands when offered. See Mr. Wyllic's report for 1850 — page 13. 

3sr R 
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visit the United States, England, and France, for the purpose of soli- 
citing the independence of the islands, and forming new treaties. In 
case their embassy is successful, the islands will be open to foreign 
enterprize. In reference to a new treaty with the United States. I 
have thought it exceedingly desirable that you should visit these 
islands as early as possible, in order to make observations on the 
present condition of commerce, and make your representations to the 
United States Government, before the negotiations shall have been 
completed at Washington ; and I deem it the more important, because of 
your agency in effecting the present treaty — of your known philanthropy, 
and the ardor of your attachment to the inU rests of these islands. Could 
you be present during the visit of the French and English ships that are 
shortly expected, you might afford great service by your presence, and in 
case of events, like those enacted during the visit of L'Artemise, might pro- 
led any proscribed, American citizens. 



Rev. A. Bishop to Mr. Gregg. 
(copy.) 
To the Hon. David L. Gregg. 

Ewa, January 14th, 1856. 
Dear Sir, — On my return home on the 12th inst. I found your 
letter of Jan. 4th on my table, inquiring concerning the first visit of 
Capt. Thos. Ap Gates by Jones in 1826. 

I am happy to reply that at the time of his visit, I was on the Island 
of Hawaii, but heard much of that visit, and often heard the Chiefs 
speak of it as one* of agreeable occurrences only. I never heard any 
allusion to that visit but pleasant recollections, until the last year. I 
enquired of Gov. Kekuanoa (the only surviving chief of that time) 
sometime last August concerning his recollections of Capt. Jones, and 
his only reply was, that he remembered it well, and that his inter- 
course with the Kino- and Chiefs was entirely friendly. In reply to 
the inquiry whether he did not make any demands upon the chiefs, he 
said he did present some demands of the merchants for outstanding 
debts, but they were not accompanied with any unreasonable threats. 
These as far as my recollection serves, were the replies of His Ex- 
cellency, Gov. Kekuanoa. x 

Very respectfully yours, 

A. BISHOP. ( 21 ) 

(21) The preceding letter is added to the documents furnished by Commodore Jones 
because it is valuable, from the great respectability of the Rev. A. Bishop. 



Mr. (iiix^ /'• ('(tjfhtin John Mnh. 

Ligation ok thk I . S., 

Honolulu, Jan. £th, I85G. 

Dkar Sir, — It has lately become a question, not only of historical 
but of national interest to ascertain the character of the conduct of 
Captain Thomas Ap Catesby Jones in 1820, in settling the claims of 
American merchants against the Hawaiian Chiefs. 

On the one hand it is asserted that he took "the law info his own 
hands in redress of untried grievances" — thut he imposed "severe regu- 
lations," — to secure the settlement of an "enormous claim" — that he 
enforced " hard penalties" and made * 4 harsh exactions" against the 
Hawaiian Chiefs and people. 

On the other hand these allegations are denied as unfounded — as 
injurious to the United States as well as to Captain Jones. 

Vou were, I am informed, a resident of these islands at the time in 
question ; you are fully advised as I understand, of the manner and 
conditions of the settlement effected by Com Jones with the Hawai- 
ian Chiefs — and it is within your knowledge, whether he acted dis- 
honorably oppressively or harshly. 

I am anxious to know the facts of the case, and I, therefore, beg that 
you will take upon yourself the trouble of giving me all the informa- 
tion in your possession which bears upon the subject. 
I am, Sir, very respectfully, 

Your obed. servant, 



DAVID L. <JRK(JU. 



Captain John Mkkk, Honolulu. 



Captain John Meek to Mr. (*rtgg. 

■COPY. 

Honolulu, Jan. 10th, 185(j. 

Dear Sir, — I very willingly comply with your request to state my 
recollection of the transactions of Commodore Thus. Ap Catesby 
Jones in 1820, in bringing about a settlement of the claim* of certain 
American merchants against the Hawaiian Chiefs. 

My first visit to these islands was in 1805> — iorty-seven years ago. 
From that period to 1824, when I took up my permanent residence 
here, I returned frequently fir the purposes of trade, and became 
conversant with the manner of business transactions among the 
natives. 

I knew Capt. Jones at the time of his visit in 1826, and was on 
friendly, perhaps I might say, intimate terms with him. I also knew 
all the Chiefs well, and have reason to suppose, that 1 enjoyed their 
confidence. 

1 was well acquainted with the character of the claims adjusted, hut 
I have no accurate recollection of their amount. I was present at the 



20 

final mediation and settlement effected through the friendly offices of 
(.'apt. Jones. Me acted as a sort of umpire between the parties. 

Commodore Jones had been examining and trying to arrange the 
mutter for a month or more, and understood it fully. The final coun- 
oif or meeting at which the decision was rendered lasted only a short 
i'Mie, perhaps not over two or three hours. Most of the Chiefs were 
t. ■■♦«;, and some of the claimants also. 

..e iims were reduced to a considerable extent Commodore 
.' . :?".s to»>k the side of the Chiefs, and was regarded as very friendly 
t«* tiiv.iii. They were perfectly satisfied, and even pleased, and ad- 
mitted the amount of his award to be justly due The other prirties 
were not content, and complained that their interests had not been 
du!y considered. 

Those claims were for vessels and goods — sometimes by the cargo 
sold to the Chiefs. Six vessels, I think, had been purchased by them, 
and goods to a large extent. Considering the usual customs of trade 
at the time, the long credits given, and the character of payments, I 
cannot consider the prices paid as exorbitant. 

The Chiefs were not accustome dto trade in the dark. They were 
shrewd in making bargains, and always knew beforehand what prices 
they were to pay. 

Captain Jones was always mild and gentlemanly. He used no 
threats, and employed no coercion. No naval commander was ever 
more respected or praised by the Chiefs, and none, I am satisfied, 
ever better deserved their confidence. 

The collection of sandal-wood to liquidate the claims was not re- 
garded as oppressive or burdensome. Each native was allowed a pro- 
portion of what he gathered, and thus all derived some advantage from 
the tax imposed. 

Much of the sandal-wood collected to discharge the claims was of 
an inferior discription, being the mere refuse of former cuttings, and 
of small value. Yet it was received in satisfaction at the usual rates. 

These are my recollections on the subject. I do not remember 
ever to have heard Captain Jones censured for his part in the matter, 
except by the disappointed creditors whom his decision affected, and 
those who were jealous of his friendship to the American missionaries. 

in my estimation, it is highly unjust to charge him with taking " the 
law into his own hands in redress of untried grievances," or to accuse 
him of imposing "severe regulations" to secure the settlement of an 
**pnormous claim/' or to say that he enforced "hard penalties," and 
made " harsh exactions" against the Hawaiian Chiefs or people. 
I am, Sir, very respectfully yours, 

JOHN MEEK. ( 22 ) 
Hon. David L. Gregg, 

U. S. Commissioner, &c, &c., &c. 



(22) There is no man in the islands to whose word more credit is to be attached than 
to Captain John Meek. 
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.^ Other documents received by Mr*. Wyllie are omitted «m ac- 
count of their extreme length, and of the impossibility of having them 
translated and p'inted in time for Mr. Wyllie's Supplemental Report. 
Besides, they are not necessary to the case of Commodore Jones, 
which rests mainly upon facts, on which Mr. Wyllie considers the 
Commodore's official statements to his own government as by,far the 
best authority. R. C. WYLLIE. 

No. 9. 

Replies by His Excellency M. Kekuanaoa, Governor of Oaku, and by 

thr Honorable John Ii, to twenty Jive questions put by Mr. Wyllie, 

relating to the arrangement made by Captain Ap Catesby Jones, oj 

the United Stales ^V/irt/, in I82(>, which replies were rendered to Mr. 

Wyllie in the Foreign Office, on Friday the 14M December, and 

carefully interpreted by Mr. Hopkins. 

Quest. I. — Do you know anything of the Convention made by Cap- 
tain Jones with Kaahamanu and other Chiefs, on the *23d December, 
1826? 

Answers. — Kekuanaoa says, Yes, he dotsknow. John Ii, the same. 
Kanaina suys Yes. John Meek says that he dors know. 

Quest 2. — What amount did citizens of the United States claim of 
the Government? 

Answers. — Kekuanaoa and John Ii: 90,000 piculs, more or less. 
If their memories serve them, the price then was $10 per picul, at 
which the Americans were to take wood in payment. Kanaina says, 
the natives knew at that time little of figures, but remembers it was 
generally said among ihem that the claims were for $100,000. John 
Meek: Only remembers that the debts were all acknowledged, and 
that Commodore Jones told them the debts must be paid; does not 
remember exact amount, but 90,000 piculs is a great deal beyond 
what was claimed. 

Quest. 3. — State the names of all the .Americans who made claims 
on the Hawaiian Government; the amount of the claim of each Amer- 
ican firm or individual; the particular kind of goods or other articles 
that he had sold to the Government or to the Chiefs; and the length 
of time that each claim had remained unpaid; or, if you cannot give 
particular information on these points, render what explanation you 
can. 

Answers. — Kekuanaoa and John Ii: William Denny, Captain lb- 
bets, Captain Thomas Meek, William French, Mr. Consul Jones and 
his partners; do not recollect the amount of each claim; the greatest 
part of the debt was for vessels sold and for manufactured goods; the 
debts had been contracted for about a year or longer, cannot say 
precisely the time; they were old debts. Kanaina: Says "Alule," or 
the American "who carried his head on one side," he superintended 
and brought forward all the claims; says some of them were just 
claims, but the greater portion were unjust. The Chiefs had been in the 



habit of g«»i'»g and buying tilings, thinking little of the price, as tliey 
had to pay in sandal wood; they did not then know the value of dol- 
lars, of goods, or of sandal wood, correctly. John Meek: Great 
part of the wood that had been delivered by the Chief* to account 
was small, and o{ very inferior quality, not worth more than perhaps 
$3 a picul. 

Quest. 4. — Were the American claims ever presented in writing; 
and if so, what has become of those accounts? 

Answers. — Kekuanaoa and John Ii: The accounts were presented 
in writing; suppose they have been lost, unless Dr. Judd have them. 
Kanaina: Says a true account had never been presented till "Alule" 
demanded payment, and that the accounts were interpreted by the 
Missionaries. Joh.v Melk: Knows that written accounts were pre- 
sented. The Chiefs then did not know how to read writing or figures, 
and they took no care of letters or accounts Governor Adams knew, 
but he' was all the while on Hawaii — he was not here at the time. 

Quest. 5.-— What were the causes of those claims remaining so long 
unpaid? 

Answers — Kekuanaoa and John Ii: Because the Chiefs thought 
they had already paid all that they owed. • Kaikoeva had informed 
the Consul, Jones, that there was a quantity of sandal wood at La- 
haina for these claims. As the Consul declined to take it, the Chiefs 
thought all the debts in sandal wood were extinguished. Kanaina: 
Because the Chiefs had before delivered large quantities of sandal 
wood, and they thought all their debts were paid. John Meek: Be- 
cause the Chiefs have always been dilatory and reluctant in paying 
their debts. The wood collected at Lahaina and declined, was com- 
posed of mere chips. 

Que$t. ($. — How came the Americans to trust the Chiefs for so long 
a period without security? 

•Answers. — Kekuanaoa and John Ii: Because they were so anxious 
to get wood that they gave credit; they almost forced goods upon the 
Chiefs, and got them into debt to get sandal wood out of them. Sev- 
eral whole cargoes were sent to China and sold for an immense sum, 
and all that the Chiefs got for that wood were some old military uni- 
forms. Kanaina: Because, as the Chiefs received goods they sent 
to the merchants sandal wood; some of the Chiefs did not send the 
sandal wood, but paid in instalments; when they got goods from the 
merchants the latter always told the Chiefs how many piculs of san- 
dal wood they were to bring. John Meek: There were six cargoes 
of wood sent to China, out they were sent by Davis and Wincheap, 
and the account settled long before 1826. It was the custom to give 
the Chiefs 3 or 4 months credit, but they very seldom paid at those 
periods. 

Quest. 7.— ^How came the Chiefs to buy so many goods or other 
articles, when the whole revenue of the Islands, in cash, did not 
amount to $30,000 yearly? 

Answers. — Kekuanaoa and John Ii: They had little money, but 



they ihoTjuht tlicv could pay in sandal wood, of which t!»e> had plenty. 
The Chiefs thought ir would neve: come to an end. Kanaina: Says 
he does not believe that the Chiefs were so much in debt; but flint 
they wer£ made to appear so by over-charges for goods received and 
. under-credits for sandal wood delivered. John Mekk: Because ti»e 
Chiefs desired to buy everything that was new. 

Quest. 8. — Do you remember the price at'which any particular ves- 
sel, boat, brass or iron gun, was sold? If so, state the price of euch 
article. 

Answers. — Kekuanaoa and John Ii: The brig Haaheo was charged 
at 8,000 piculs, or 4,0J0 paunas; a little vessel built near where the 
Custom House is. a schooner about 70 tons, was charged at 4,000 
paunas, or 4,000 piculs; the large brass gun now lying in the Fort, 
wa9 charged at 500 piculs ; ch thing, &c, were charged at cheap 
prices, because paid in sandal wood. If paid in cash, it would have 
been otherwise. The Governor said each pauna of sandal wood was 
considered as equal to two piculs. Kanaina: One schooner about 
200 tons, sold by a captain (Reynolds was his mate) for 40,000 paunas. 
The brass gun was paid for in sandal wood, but does not remember 
how much; a piece of silk was valued at $40, and paid in sandal 
wood at $10 the pictil. Few of the Chiefs had dollars; the goods 
were valued in dollars but paid in sandal wood. John Meek: Goods 
were sold cheap for sandal wood; there was then no cash to pay for 
them. One pauna consisted of two piculs. Kanaina means the brig 
Waverly; does not know the price paid for her, but thinks it could 
not exceed 15 or $20,000; Reynolds must know. 

Quest, 9. — Did Captain Jones ask payment of the whole amount of 
American claims, or did he reduce the amount, and if so, to what ex- 
tent and for what reasons? 

Answers. — Kekuanaoa and John Ii: Captain Jones inquired of 
Kaahumanu and other Chiefs, what they really owed, and reduced 
the amounts charged by the Consul, Mr. Jones; he went over the 
accounts with Manini, and corrected them by the papers of Manini, 
who was acting as Secretary. The claims were very considerably 
reduced; do not recollect how much. Kanaina: When Captain 
Jones presented the claims, Kaahumanu said many of them had been 
paid — 4 whole cargoes of sandal wood had been delivered and ship- 
ped, and requested Captain Jones to examine into the matter. He re- 
duced the claims considerably, does not remember how much. John 
Meek: Understood that Captain Jones did reduce the claims, does 
not know how much; does not know what intercourse he had with 
Manini, but Manini made at that time all bargains for the Chiefs; he 
was an honest, shrewd man. What Kanaina says of the 4 whole car- 
goes must refer to the old shipments by Davis and Wincheap. 

Quest. 10. — Did the Chiefs leave it to Captain Jones to settle the 
amount of American claims as to him might appear just; did he con- 
sult the Chiefs before making the settlement, and did the Chiefs con- 
sider it just and equitable that they should pay what Captain Jones 
decided they should payP 



Answers. — '* kkuanaoa and John Ii: The Americans a<ked Captain 
Jones to -interfere, and the Chiefs consented to his interference. At 
that time it was the c stom for Captains of men-of-war to come with 
threats, and perhaps Cuptain Jones came so — that after comparing 
with MaiMiii, Captain Jones saw Kaahuiiianii and others, and they 
consented to the balance; think that they consented because they 
-were afraid of Captain Unties. Kanaina: That Kaahutnauu and the 
Chiefs thought th-ey faisly owed the amount to which Captain Jones 
reduced the claims; they did not yield through fear; though the 
Chiefs did not understand accounts, they had some who did, as Ke- 
kuanoa and Pelu. John Meek: What Kanaina says is most correct. 
Never knew that Captain Jones had made any threats; the Chiefs 
were; pleased with him and with what he had done. 

Quest II. — Were the ( 'hiels or any of tlie Missionaries present 
when lie made the settlement? 

Answers. — Kekuanaoa and John' Ii: The settlement was made with 
Mauini and Captain Jones iu presence of many Chiefs and foreign- 
ers; think that Bingham was there as interpreter. Kanaina: Bing- 
ham and Chamberlain; doesnot remember of those who were present 
any others now living than Kekuanaoa, John Ii and himself. John 
Meek: Thinks both Mr. Bingham and Mr. Chamberlain were present, 
and that they used their influence on the Chiefs to come to a settle- 
ment. They had much influence with Kaahumanu, who was the ruling 
Chief. 

Quest, 12 — The Rev. Mr. Bingham, while speaking of the visit of 
Captain Jones to Honolulu says, he pressed the Rulers to a prompt 
discbarge of their debts. What reasons had Mr. Bingham for saying 
Captain Jones pressed the Chiefs? In what manner or by what words 
did he press the Chiefs? 

Answers. — Kekuanaoa and John Ii: Captain Jones was not angry; 
he came with his officers; he asked the Chiefs to pay, but he did not 
threaten them if they did not pay. Cannot say why Mr. Bingham 
wrote that Captain Jones pressed the Chiefs The word pressed is 
not easily understood in native. Kanaina: Because Captain Jones 
was always coming to the Chiefs about the claims, and the Chiefs 
thought he was disposed to compel them to pay. Captain Jones him- 
self was a quiet man, but some of the Americans urged him on. John 
Meek: There is no doubt Captain Jones did go frequently to the 
Chiefs to get the claims settled; perhaps Mr. Bingham calls that 
pressing for payment. 

Quest 13. — In what did the chief revenue of the Islands consist in 
1826 and in previous years — how much was paid yearly in cash and 
how much in sandal wood? 

Answers. — Kekuanaoa and John Ii: They cannot answer these 
questions, no proper account was kept of anything paid to the Chiefs. 
There was little money then. Kanaina: The sandal wood belonged 
to the King; it was collected for him as his own right. The taxes 
were paid in nets, kapas, feathers, pigs, canoes, fish and provisions of 
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ail kinds. No revenue was paid in dollars; when the King wanted 
wood the Chiefs and their people cut it for hirn, taking for themselves 
six paunas out of every ten, and leaving four for the King. In the 
latter part of Kaahumanu's reign she took one half. John Meek: 
Confirms what Kanaina says. 

Quest. 14. — How much sandal wood was collected to pay the claims 
of the Americans, as agreed to with Captain Jones, and at what price- 
was the sandal wood taken? 
r\ Answers. — Kekuanaoa and JohnIi: Do not recollect exac'lv; 
think| about 90,000. Kekuanaoa said he weighed the wood, mid 
understood it was to be taken at $10 per picul. Kanajna: 1)o«-s not 
remember. John Meek: Believes the wood was t*«ken at $10 pur 
picul, but does not believe that anything like 90,000 piciils was ever 
collected or paid. 5,000 piculs would have loaded a ship ofttoO Inns. 

Quest. 15. — Was the labor of collecting so much in a brief period, 
oppressive to the natives? If so, in what respects was it oppressive? 

Answers. — Kekuanaoa and John Ii: It came heavy, very heavy, 
both upon the Chiefs and common people; the latter compluined bit- 
terly that the Chiefs got into debt, and that they had to suffer tor it. 
The natives were a long time in cutting and collecting the wood Ka- 
naina: The Chiefs and the people went to the woik willinglv, be- 
cause, besides the sandal wood collected for the Americans, th**y were 
paid wages for their labor, also in more sandal wood which they col- 
lected for the Chiefs, and they paid in goods. John Meek: Kanaina'* 
account comes nearest the truth. 

Quest. 10. — Did the collection of so much Sandal-wood impoverish 
the islands ; in fact, has any considerable quantity of it been procur- 
able, either for exoort or revenue, ever since 16'io' r 

Answers. — Kekuanaoa and John Ii : It confined all the Sandal- 
wood, and obliged the Chiefs to taboo it, that it might grow again. 
There has been no export of it since ; there is some now growing, 
but very little lit to be cut ; it is still taboo. Kanaina : That the 
Chiefs thought the Sandal-wood could never be exhausted. When ii 
was all cut, then they regretted very much that there was none left, to 
cut. Even the roots in many places were dug up. John Meek : 
Kanaina 's account is a good one. 

Quest. 17. — How many years will it take before the islands have an 
much Sandal-wood as they had before the cutting of it, required under 
the agreement with Capt. Jones ? 

Answers. — Kekuanaoa and John Ii : There is some now, though 
very little ready to cut, as we have already said ; it is slow in grow- 
ing. Kanaina : On his own lands at Laie, at Koolouloa, and at Pa* 
hipahielua — in the same district there is a good deal ready to cut 
now. John Meek : The wood is of very slow growth ; it is now very 
scarce ; does not think that any considerable quantities could be coi- 
lecte'd except on Hawaii, and there are no roads along which it could 
be carried. 

Quest. 18. Do you know how many days Captain Jones took to 
4sfr 
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examine the accounts against the King and Chiefs, presented by 
American citizens ; and can you name any man now living on the 
islands who were present at the examination ? 

Answers. — Kekuanaoa and John Ii : Captain Jones only took one 
day to examine them ; the whole was arranged between breakfast and 
dinner. Kanaina and Kekuanaoa were present; think that John Meek 
was present — also other foreigners ; Alexander Adams was not 
present. Kanaina : Does not know how long ; Kekuanaoa oujjht to 
know. As to those who were present, 3ee reply to question No. 1 1 . 
John Meek : Does not know how long Captain Jones took to exam- 
ine the accounts, and does not believe that the Chiefs know ; it would 
be impossible to overhaul so many old and long accounts in a period 
so short as stated. 

Quest. 19. Had the American Missionaries, or any of them any- 
thing to do with the arrangements made by Captain Jones — if so, 
state what Missionaries by name ? 

Answers — Kekuanaoa and John Ii : Do not think they had any- 
thing to do with it. Kanaina : The Missionaries were employed to 
interpret for the Chiefs. John Meek : Thinks all the Missionaries 
had to do with the settlement, was to interpret between the Chiefs 
and Capt. Jones. 

Quest. 20. — Did the Missionaries, or either of them tell the King 
and Chiefs, before the arrival of Captain Jones, that the claims of 
American citizens were just, and that the Chiefs ought to pay them ? 

Answers. — Kekuanaoa and John Ii : No ; do not recollect that 
they ever did. Kanaina : Does not remember that the Missionaries 
did, but knows that Kaahumanu ordered the Chiefs, Boki, Kuakine, 
and Hoapile — also Naihi, always to pay at the time for whatever they 
got. John Meek : Does not know that the Missionaries ever said 
anything to the chiefs on the subject. 

Quest. 21. — Did the American Missionaries, or either of them, after 
the settlement of American claims, ever tell the chiefs that that settle- 
ment was a just settlement, and that the Chiefs ought to be thankful 
to Captain Jones for making it ? 

Answers. — Kekuanaoa and John Ii : Yes, they did. Mr. Bingham, 
Mr. Whitney, and Mr. Chamberlain, so far as they recollect, so said 
to the Chiefs. Kanaina : Thinks that Mr. Bingham did ; he was the 
head man with the Chiefs of all the Missionaries in Honolulu, and 
Mr. Richards at Lahaina. John Meek : Does not know that the 
Missionaries ever made any remarks upon it. 

Quest. 22. — Did the American Missionaries or either of them, direct 
the chiefs in the general transactions of the government in 1824, 1825 
and 1826 ? 

Answers. — Kekuanaoa and John Ii : No, they did not. Kanaina : 
The late King used to ask the advice of the Missionaries — Kaahu- 
manu did the same, but they were not governed by the Missionaries. 
John Meek : Thinks that the chiefs were influenced a good deal by 
the Missionaries — and that was the general opinion of foreigners. 



Quest. 23. — Wu* Captain Junes friendly to the Missionaries in 
religious matters ; and did they feel under obligations to him, per- 
sonally, on religious grounds ? 

Answers. — Kekuanaoa and John Ii : lie was a good deal with the 
Missionaries and a church member ; he took part with them against 
the foreigners. Kanaina: Was very intimate with Mr. Bingham, 
used to take tea with him, and took part with the Missionaries against 
other foreigners. John Meek: It is true, Captain Jones did take the 
part of the Missionaries at a public meeting. 

Quest. 24. — Did the Chiefs consider Captain Jones, after he had 
required them to pay $500,000 in sandal wood to Ameiican citizens, 
to be as friendly to the Chiefs as to American citizens? 

Answers. — Kekuanaoa and John Ii: Yes, that he had been fair; 
neither then nor since, up to the present date, has any Chief com- 
plained of Captain Jones. Kanaina: lie himself considers that Cap- 
tain Jones acted quite fairly. John Meek: Believes that Captain 
Jones acted fairly. 

Qwest. 25. — Was Captain Jones more respectful and moderate to 
ihe Chiefs while he settled the American claims in 182(5. than Loid 
Edward Russel was when he brought forward British claims in 183(5; 
than Captain Du Petit Thouars was when he brought forward French 
claims in 1837; than Captain La Place was, when he brought for- 
ward French claims in 1 831); and than Lord John Paulet was when 
he urged British claims in 1813? If so, state in what particulars ho 
was more respectful and more moderate. 

Answers. — Kekuanaoa and John Ii: He was more respectful and 
moderate. Lord Edward Russel was about as much so, but not Cap- 
tain Du Petit Thouars, Captain La Place and Lord George Paulet; 
but they remarked that those officers were personally kind, and se- 
vere only when discharging what they believed to be their duty to- 
wards their governments. Kanaina: That he thinks the Chiefs look- 
ed upon Lord Edward Russel, Captain Bruce and Lord George Pau- 
let, as personally the most polite to the King and Chiefs — Commodore 
Jones, he thinks, personally was just as kind and polite as the former; 
it was other foreigners who made them all take up demands upon the 
Chiefs, and it was just so with the French Commanders. It was pri- 
vate individual residents who made false charges against the Chiefs 
and irritated all these officers. John Meek : All the officers men- 
tioned, American, British and French, were personally kind and 
polite, in their intercourse with the Kings and Chiefs. In the case of 
Captain Laplace, he had accompanied the King on board his vessel 
to breakfast, and nothing could have exceeded the kindness of his re- 
ception. The King was so pleased that he declined to retire as soon 
as Mr. Richards wished him to retire. 

His Excellency, Governor Kekuanaoa and His Honor John Ii, in 
reply to question No. 18, having stated that Kanaina (member of the 
King's Privy Council, and of the House of Nobles) was present at the 
meeting relating to the settlement of American claims, by Captain 
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Jones, I thought it would not be doing justice to the latter if I did not 
take his e-vidence. With this view, I requested him to attend with his 
son, the Prince William Lunalilo. Kanaina came on the 27th De- 
cember, but without his son, who he said was indisposed ; I had there- 
fore to employ Stephen Spencer, Esquire, the Secretary of the Min- 
ister of the Interior, who interpreted the questions and replies with 
the same care that Mr. Hopkins had done. Kanaina was not made 
cognizant of what replies Kekuanaoa and John Ii had before ren- 
dered 

Captain John Meek having been named in the reply to question 18 
as having been present at the settlement made by Captain Jones, I 
requested him to attend. He did so, on the 29th, and after reading 
to him each question seriatim, and the replies thereto, by Kekuanaoa 
and John Ii, and latterly by Kanaina, Captain Meek gave the evidence 
which I have recorded under his name. 

To question 3, Captain Meek added the names of Captains An- 
drew, Blanchard, Wildes, and Brown — and he said that Mule was the 
name given by the natives to the Consul, John Coffin Jones. 

Captain Mee'< added to the replies to question 8 that llaaheo was 
the native name of the Cleopatra. 

R. C. WYLLIE. 

Foreign Office, 31st Dec , 1355. 

fggr* An Extract copy of this was enclosed to Commodore Jones, 
with my letter to him of 3rd January, 1856. R. C. W. 



No. 10. 

Extract from the. History of ihe Sandwich Islands by the Rev. Hiram 
Bingham, A.M., published in New York in 1827. 

Page 31)3 — " Captain Jones, as a public officer, carefully sought to 
promote the interests of commerce, and secure the rights of traders, 
pressed the rulers to a prompt discharge of their debts, and negotiated 
articles of agreement with the government ftfr the protection of Amer- 
ican interests, in which Kaahumanu, as Regent, is conspicuous ; and 
secured for himself among the people the designation of the kind-eyed 
Chief — a compliment falling on the ear of many of different classes 
in delightful contrast with that of the mischief-making man-of-war." 

JNow there is nothing in the above paragraph, excepting the word 
pressed, that is not to the honor of Commodore Jones Any one who will 
refer to the dictionaries of Johnson, WaUcrr, or Webster, will, I think, 
agree with me in that opinion — and so will Commodore Jones. See 
note No. 18. 

By way of explanation, I may add that what Mr Bingham meant by 
the " mischief making man-of-war ," referred to the United States 
schooner Dolphin, (see page 288) commanded by Captain Percival, 
of whom he records, on the authority of Boki, at page 2^6, the follow- 
ing 
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'* He come the evening before the outrage of the crew and said to 
me, send and liberate them. Why do you do evil to the women ? I 
(Boki) said it is for us to give directions to our women — it is for ub 
to establish Tabus — it is for us to bind, to liberate, to impose fines. 
He said the missionaries are not good ; thev are a company of liars; 
the women are not tabu in America. He snapped his fingers in rage, 
and clenched his fists and said : to-morrow I will give my men rum 
(probably the daily ration) ; look out — they will come for women — 
and, if they do not get them, they will fight. My vessel is just like 
fire. Declare to me the man that told you the women must be tabu, 
and my people will pull down his house. If the women are not re- 
leased from the tabu to-morrow, my people will come and pull down 
the houses of the missionaries. " 

I will not for one moment doubt that Boki so expressed himself to 
Mr. Bingham ; but I much doubt that Boki, it he clearly understood 
Captain Percival, fairly represented what he did say. While the 
brave Captain was here, in the U. S. Ship Constitution, about ten 
years ago, I remember well he made such explanations to me, as to 
convince me that his conduct had been grossly mis-represented. If, 
after the example of Commodore Jones, Captain Percival (who I hope 
still lives) should condescend to furnish me direct, or through the 
Representative of the United States, with his own account, I shall be 
glad to publish it in vindication of the truth ; and, I am sure the Rev. 
Mr. Bingham would praise me tor doing so. 

R. C. WYLLIE 

Foreign Office, 31st March, 1856. 
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Jl new chapter in Hawaiian history — not to be found in IVyllie's Notes, 
Hunt's Lectures, or Dibble's, Jarves', Bingham's, or Simpson's history 
of the Sandwich Islands. 

A Document published under the authority of the Congress of U. S. 
recently came under our observation. We have read it with peculiar 
interest, as it contains a vivid picture of the manner in which things 
were managed, under the old, irregular and despotic government of 
the rulers of these islands, a quarter of a century ago. The contents 
of the document relate to the visit of the U. S. Ship Peacock in 18:26 
and '27. That visit is often referred to by writers upon the history of 
the Islands. — Then were settled many important questions as one 
may learn, by glancing over the pages of Jarves or Bingham. 

It appears, from the document now under consideration, to have 
been published about the year 1844, and contains numerous statements, 
tending to convince the members of Congress that they should vote 
the Commander of the Peacock, Lieut. Jones, (susequently Command- 
er Jones) extra pay, in consequence of his having expended more 
than laws of the navy allowed. As an argument for this extra pay, 
Commodore .Jones reasons as follows : — 
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11 1 had but one object in view, and that was altogether of a public 
nature. I sought, by every justifiable means within my reach, to ac- 
complish the business on which I had been despatched to the islands ; 
and, perhaps, the most efficient means I did or could employ, were 
the presents and entertainments given freely to the chiefs and rulers 
with whom I treated, and which it would not have been possible for me 
to have accomplished a single object of my mission, without resorting 
to harsh and coercive measures, which would have been retaliated 
on our defenceless commerce or resident citizens, when no longer 
protected by the presence of a ship of war ; suffice it, then, to say, 
that I held special intercourse with the authorities of the Marquesas 
Islands, with the authorities of Otaheite and the Society Isles— visit- 
ing four of the group, and six or seven of the chief districts or prin- 
cipalities ; also with the regency of the Sandwich Islands, where a 
stay of over three was deemed necessary, and heavy expenses re- 
quired. 

11 Some of the fruits of my labor in the new character of negotiator 
were the securing and subsequent payment of over $500,000 due by the 
late King Tamahamaha, of the Sandwich Islands, to sundry citizens of 
the United States ; (which debt the successors of Tamahamaha had 
refused to recognise, and the claimants, as the last resort, had 
claimed the interposition of our government ;) in the establishment of 
friendly relations, and some good and wholesome regulations, by which 
security of property as well as of person has ever since been en- 
joyed by our countrymen trading to or residing at any island or port 
subject to the authorities with whom I negotiated. Had this impor- 
tant service been performed by the commander-in-chief of the Pacific 
squadron, (as the papers already before the committee show to have 
been the intention of the government) they would have been performed 
by an officer of the highest rank and greatest experience in the navy, 
whose pay and emoluments received from the public treasury for the 
time he held that command exceeded $10,000." 

The reader will doubtless be ready to ask, how it was possible for 
the chiefs of the Sandwich Islands to pay off a debt of half-a-million ? 
The following document or edict will show how it was done : 

ggf* The regulations referred to were published in Mr. Wyllie's 
Report to the Hawaiian Legislature. See page li. 

" The above document is a valuable relic, and presents a most strik- 
ing contrast between the doings of a body of despotic chiefs, and a 
constitutional monarch. We have often desired to know more about 
those old times, under Kamehameha I,, when traders enjoyed such 
distinguished privileges. Those debts too, it would be interesting to 
learn how they were contracted, and what the chiefs received for 
their piculs of sandal-wood. From what we are able to gather upon 
the subject, it was a long time before those old debts were paid off, 
during which period, the common people were taxed and taxed 
again."— [From the Friend of 1st March, 1854. R. C. W. 
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Documents Nos. 5, 6 and 7, ought to have preceded docu- 
ment No. 8 ; but, in the extreme hurry of the Press to print in proper 
time, all the Reports, they were omitted — and, therefore, are added 
at the end. 
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No. 6. 
List alphabetically arranged of the King's Diplomatic, Consular, Polit- 
ical and Commercial Agents, in Foreign countries, 
Allan, Geo. T., Oregon City, Vice Consul. 
Anthon, Julius, Copenhagen, Consul. 
Bain, J. W , Auckland, N. Z., Consul. 
Bkyerbach, Ed., Valparaiso, Consul-General. 
Chapin, V. P., Apia, Nav. Islands, Commercial Agent. 
Delano, W. H , Coquirnbo, Consul. 

Dunlap, Wm, G., Olympia and Puget's Sound, Viee-Consul. 
€1ld ridge, Thos., Lima, Charge d 'Affaires. 
Gossler, Joh# H., Hamburg, Consul-General. 
Goodwin, Chas. R., San Francisco, Consul. 

Hopkins, Mavley, London, Consul General and Charge d'Affaires. 
Jardine, David, Hong Kong, Consul. 
Jardine, Joseph, Canton, Consul-General. 
Livingston, S., New York, Consul T General. 
Oldfield, G. S., Baltimore, Consul. 
Muller, J. F., Bremen, Consul. 

Reid, Alfred A., Java and the Netherland East Indies, Consul. 
StJulian, Chas., Sydney, Consul-General for New South Wales and 

Tasmania, and Political Commissioner for Southern Polynesia. 
Semple, J. W., Melbourne, Agent acting by appointment of iMr. 

StJulian. 
Vidal, Charles, Paris, Consul-General and Charge d'Affaires. 

No. 7. 

List alphabetically arranged, of Foreign, Diplomatic and Consular 
Agents residing in Honolulu and other parts of this Kingdom, or absent 
from their posts . 

Anthon, Lewis H., Consul of His Majesty the King of Denmark. 

Bigelow, Daniel C, Consul of the United States, Lahaina, 

Bolles, B. F., Vice-Consul of Bremen, Lahaina. 

Davis, Robt. G , Consul of Peru, known to have been appointed by 
the President. 

Everett, A. P., Consul of Chile. 

Gregg, David L., Commissioner of the United States. 

Hackfeld, II., Consul of His Majesty, the King of Sweden and Nor- 
way — absent. 

Hoffmeyer, S., Consular Agent of France, Lahaina. 

Lathrop, Geo. A., Vice-Consul of the United States, Honolulu. 

Miller, William, Commissioner & Consul-General of Great Britain. 

Miller, Thomas, Consul of the United States, Hilo. 

Moll, Edward, Consul of Hamburg, Honolulu 

Ogden, D. A., Consul of the United States, Honolulu — absent. 

Perrin, L. Emile, Consul, Commissioner, and Plenipotentiary of 
France. 

Pfluger, J. C, Acting Consul for Sweden and Norway. 

" Bremen. 



